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The Barly Use of Skates,

Holland is said to be the home and
birthplace of skating, and without
doubt skating was first practiced thers
and in the far north. Ia a country of
| lakes and canals the necessity of walk-
5 Ing and runuing on lew must have been
| felt from the earllest days. In Hol
| land they show the bome skates which
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“Why, Aunt Chloe,” she siid, 1 have
only five persons to enterti n, and you
are cooking everything there is In the
house! What (s that?

“1 want to make sho', missis,™
auntie, “dat dere’ll be sum n lef.”
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Rabelais says that It was in his day— Jacksonville and Cine nnati

the era of Henry VII. of Eungland
that wen In Franee first began to wear
earrings.

It is worth that at least one
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century ago noticed that many men in ——
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Vienna wore earrings and was told

sald

existing portratt of Bhakespeare repro
sents him wearing such an adornment,
This is at Wentworth Park, Yorkshire,
and shows the poet with mustache and

they were worn a good deal for the
eyes, “the hole in the ear and the |
welght of the earring drawing any bhu

mor in the eyes to those parts,” which |

London's First Omnibus,
The first London omnibus was really
much more gorgeous than (s successor

ited " B:xin. m

press.” T4 p.m
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Northleach, a portrait of one Thomas
Dutton, a sixteenth century worthy,
who Is represented, says his lordship,
“lo the prime of life and wearing a re
markably fine pearl lu his left ear. The
right ear is not shown, but presumably
.be wore a corresponding earring In it.”

Nowadayd few men wear them save
some sallors and fishermen and nav
vies. Among the people of the south- l
eru part of Burope their use by both
sexes is more common and often be

Real Estate, Loans, Rom.i

eye just as firmly as their like in Italy
and elsewhere abroad,  In fact, in some
pliaces ear piercing Is regarded by the
rustics as n remedy for many troubles
At the other side of the wdrld boys |
have their ears plerced from & different
motive. A writer on Chinese superstl
tions savs that Joln Chinaman plerces
bis lit bov's ears aud makes bl
weiar earrings, for If au evil spirit hap- l
pens to see him be will mistake him
for a girl aud will not take the trouble
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passengers inside, and was drawn by
three bandsome bays, driven by a
smart coachman in Hvery, nnd Its con-
ductor was guy in & blue cloth uniform,
llke a midshipman, This conduector, by
the way, was the son of u naval eap-
tain and spoke French so well that it
was quite common for the poke bonnet
ed young ladies from Paddington to
ride as far as the city aud back with

| the object of improving thelr French

by chatting with kim. The fare from
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